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Reviewed by James H. Cassedy 
National Library of Medicine, Bethesda, Md. 20014 
This 1974 symposium was organized with the commendable 
aim of providing a record of the rapid development of mathema- 
tical statistics in the past fifty years, through the recol- 
lections of a large cross-section of the principal contributors 
to the field. I believe that, on the whole, the resulting 
collection of papers fulfills this objective reasonably well. 
Still, there are some serious drawbacks, most of them inherent 
in this type of venture. 
At the outset, unfortunately, the organizers did not seem 
to expect very much from the undertaking. The editor, as he 
indicates in his preface, apparently simply wanted 'Ia few more 
stories" to tell in classrooms or at future conventions. The 
participants deserved a higher challenge than that. And they 
needed guidance to achieve much more than that. For, pre- 
dictably, not a few were ill-prepared for the task of recon- 
structing a complex historical chapter of mathematics; only one 
of the twenty-four authors, it seems, has had any substantial 
historical training. 
The published results are understandably uneven. A 
handful of authors have produced excellent historical essays-- 
1 particularly recommend the well-written and important contri- 
butions of Jerzy Neyman, Wei-Ching Chang, Elizabeth Scott, and 
William G. Cochran. A few other participants present histori- 
cally crude but interesting accounts of recent statistical 
personalities and institution-building. A number use examples 
from the past to illuminate statistical problems of the present. 
But several hardly even nod at history in passing on to discus- 
sions of current matters. 
While a number of authors concern themselves with develop- 
ments in particular countries, conspicuously the United States, 
many have no special geographical focus. Topically, the papers 
deal with a wide variety of statistical problems, including 
practical applications in astronomy, medicine, agriculture, 
and industry. Collectively, they include a large amount of 
highly technical material--the natural result of a group of 
statisticians talking shop with each other. Accordingly, few 
of the papers are comprehensible to the layman, general 
232 Reviews HM4 
historian, or any non-mathematician. And, even more regrettably, 
few of them include very much generalizing about the larger 
historical significance of mathematical statistics in its 
relationships to society or to man's thinking. 
For all its limitations, however, the volume incorporates 
a wealth of factual raw material--dates, names, events, bibli- 
ographical references, and a good index--which will be invalu- 
able to future historians. And it brings together authoritative 
reflections about the internal developments of their discipline 
by an impressive number of the world's senior mathematical 
statisticians--men of the stature of Neyman, Cochran, H. 0. 
Hartley, Morris Hansen, and J. L. Doob, to mention a few. 
These compensations make the volume well worth reading and 
keeping for reference purposes. 
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Reviewed by L. Pearce Williams 
Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. 14853 
George Green is one of the truly neglected figures of 
nineteenth century mathematical physics. Neither the Dictionary 
of Scientific Biography nor Trevor Williams' Biographical 
Dictionary of Scientists treats him or his work, though the 
DSB does promise an article in the Supplement. The only 
biography is that by H. Gwynnedd Green that appeared as an 
essay in a larger collection in 1947 and which did not ade- 
quately treat Green's work. The slim volume here reviewed does 
not meet the need for a full treatment either. 
The book is composed of three essays that deal very 
briefly with Green's scientific work, his family and background 
and his academic career. The authors do publish the few 
remaining documents that manage to shed a bit of light on his 
life and work. But no attempt is made to examine his mathe- 
matics and physics in depth. The only mathematical expressions 
in the book appear on the cover. All in all, this is a very 
modest contribution to our knowledge of someone who deserves 
better of historians of science. 
